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18-29 ORLEANS EAS.15 


Town/City: —§ Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
South Eastham 


Address: 1080 State Highway 
Historic Name: James & Hannah Rogers House 
Uses: Present: single-family residence 

Original: single-family residence 
Date of Construction: ca. 1848 
Source: deeds, vital records, censuses, historic maps 
Style/Form: Greek Revival/end house 
Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: stone 


Wall/Trim: wood clapboard & wood shingle/wood 


Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
Barn, 19" c. 
Garage, mid-20" c. 
Major Alterations (with dates): 
Bay windows & shed dormers added to sides, 20" c. 
Window sash replaced 


Condition: good 


Moved: no] yes] Date: 


Acreage: 3.297 


Setting: The house and associated buildings are situated 
on the State Highway amid dense roadside development 
comprised of historic properties and more recent summer 
cottages. 


12/12 Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The James & Hannah Rogers House, built ca. 1848, is a story-and-a-half wood frame single dwelling with an end house plan. 
The gabled front fagade contains an entrance offset by two windows on the first story and three upper story windows in the 
gable. The Greek Revival trim is greatly simplified, evidently by alteration; a replacement door and sidelights are framed by a 
unembellished architrave. The side passage plan has two principal rooms on the south side of the house; a large chimney 
located in the dividing partition is of a scale consistent with fireplaces as a heating source. A hipped-roof bay was added to the 
rear of south side., above which a shed roof dormer is located. The front of the north side wall was blank because of a staircase 
located inside. A shed-roof bay was added to this section; two windows occupy the remaining wall space behind the bay. A shed 
dormer was raised on this side, as well. A one-story kitchen wing is appended to the rear. 


A small story-and-a-half barn is located northeast of the house and contains a wagon door on its south side. Its eaves are tight 
to the walls associating it with the era in which the house was built. A more recent two-car garage was built south of the house. 
The three building are situated in a clearing in the front of the three-acre parcel. The rear of the property is wooded and contains 
a wetland. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

In March 1850 the four sons of Freeman Knowles (1779-1853) and Martha Mayo Knowles (1790-1851) sold five parcels in 
Eastham to their sister Hannah (1823-90), who had married Orleans mariner James Rogers Jr. (1818-95) in April 1848. The 
deed indicates that the Rogerses already had built a house on the first parcel, twelve acres bounded on the east by the Town 
Cove, west by the County Road, south by the land of Hannah’s brother Edmund F. Knowles (1819-89) and north by the farm of 
their late father Freeman and brother Freeman Ellsworth Knowles (1821-1909). The siblings also conveyed two acres west of 
the house, a half-acre peat swamp, two acres of beach field held in common with Edmund F. Knowles, and five hundred feet of 
a salt works, “the third string from the cove.”’ The 1850 census clearly locates James and Hannah Rogers in this part of South 
Eastham, just after the farm of her brother Freeman and his wife Joanna F. Smith Knowles (1829-95). 


James Rogers was born in Orleans and remained a mariner until about 1860, when the census lists him as a farmer with $1500 
worth of real property. By then he and his wife had four children—Martha, Hannah, Elliot W., and Mary A.—and by 1869 son 
Charles Allen was born. The 1860 agricultural schedules credit James Rogers with twenty improved acres and 14 unimproved 
and a modest amount of livestock. In 1870 Rogers was working as a fisherman and had $880 in real estate; by 1880 he was 
again farming, on forty-six acres, and had seven cattle, one of them a dairy cow. Rogers served the town as a tax collector and 
constable and as surveyor of highways in the 1870s. 


Hannah L. Knowles Rogers died in November 1890, and by 1894 James Rogers was renting his home in the winter and staying 
with his married children in Boston.? He deeded part of his property on the west side of State Highway to son Charles A. in 
August 1895, and he died in Eastham that December.? James Rogers's only other son, Elliot Waldo, had moved to Boston by 
the 1890s, and his daughters had all married and left their childhood home; the house appears to have passed to son Charles, 
though no deed or will has been located to document the transfer. 


1 Freeman and Joanna Knowles, Edmund F. Knowles, Josiah M. Knowles, and William F. Knowles to James and Hannah L. Rogers, 27 March 
1850, BCD 55:387. Deeds consistently mention the presence of a graveyard on the north of the parcel, and in 1922 the town voted to “cut the 
wild growth and clear the old burial ground on State Highway between the houses of Charles A. Rogers and Freeman E. Knowles’; “Eastham 
Town Meeting, Barnstable Patriot, 20 February 1922, 5. 
2 See “Eastham,” Yarmouth Register, 3 November 1894, 8, which notes that Charles W. Smith of Orleans had rented part of the James Rogers 
house for the winter and that Rogers was soon to leave to visit his children in Boston. 
3 James Rogers to Charles A. Rogers, 6 August 1895, BCD 217:375. This deed does not specify acreage or the existence of buildings, but the 
abutters’ names suggest it was directly across County Road from 1080 State Highway. 
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Charles A. Rogers was a carpenter, and Cape newspapers sometimes noted his work both on and off the Cape; in 1905 he and 
Eastham builder Harvey Moore built a cottage on Great Pond for summer resident Sarah Livingstone of Ayer.’ In 1896, about 
nine months after his father died, Charles Rogers married Florence Hassard of Brewster, and the couple lived in Brockton 
afterward, but by 1900 the family had returned to Eastham. The 1900 census shows Charles and Florence Rogers in this South 
Eastham neighborhood with daughters Florence Adeline, born in 1897, and Beatrice Hannah, born in 1899. By 1910 daughters 
Leila and Jennie were part of the household, and Maude was born in 1913. 


By 1930 Charles A. Rogers is listed in the census with $9000 in real estate in a household with his wife Florence and youngest 
daughter Maude. He died by late October 1930, and Florence Hassard Rogers died in March 1931. Two years later daughters 
Florence Adeline, Beatrice, Jennie, Leila, and Maude registered the property as two parcels, and the four older sisters sold four- 
fifths of their parents’ farm to Carl C. and Mary V. French (no record has been found transferring the other one-fifth share, 
belonging to the minor child Maude, whose guardian was F. Adeline Knowles).° 


Carl Clifton French (1876-1954) was born in Woburn and was working as a telephone lineman there when he married Mary 
Virginia Burns (1880-1971), also of Woburn. He was later an inspector and foreman for Edison Electric Company, and by 1920 
he and his wife were vacationing at West Dennis. In 1928 they stayed at Comfort Cottage in Eastham Center, then at a cottage 
owned by Joseph Cobb in Eastham in 1929 and 1930. In 1931 the Frenches were staying at the home of May Atwood on King’s 
Highway when, according to the Yarmouth Register, they bought the “late Charles Rogers’s house” in South Eastham. “They 
expect to make Eastham their home in the early autumn,” the newspaper reported.® By 1933 George Francis Burns Jr., whose 
father also worked at Edison Electric, and Carl French’s sister Lena French of Clinton were spending time with the Frenches in 
South Eastham, and in 1955, a year after Carl French died, his widow Mary sold the 1080 State Highway property to George F. 
Burns Jr. and his wife Henrietta. Six years later the Burnses sold the parcel and its buildings to Roland P. and Florence E. 
Pigeon of Belmont.’ 


Born in 1908 in Danielson, Connecticut, Roland Pierre Pigeon was the son of French Canadian immigrants Pierre Joseph 
Pigeon and Alice Z. Gaudreau. His father was a factory pattern maker in Springfield in 1920, and by 1930 Roland Pigeon was 
boarding in Cambridge and working in construction. He married in 1935, and by 1940 he was a finance company manager and 
living in Watertown. By the 1980s Pigeon owned Belmont Finance Company and lived in Malden. He died in 1984, and the 
South Eastham property passed to his son Raymond Allen Pigeon (1844-2011) and married daughter Jean Stokinger. In 1990 
they placed the property in trust and transferred title to Raymond Pigeon individually, and at Pigeon’s death the property was 
devised to John P. F. Brown of Yarmouth. He transferred title in 2017 to 1080 State Highway LLC, the owner of record in 2020.8 
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4 See “Eastham,” Yarmouth Register, 4 May 1901, 5, 17 October 1903, 4, 8 April 1905, 8, 10 December 1910, 3; and Barnstable Patriot, 1 May 
1905, 4. 

5 Commonwealth of Massachusetts Land Court in re: petition 15122 of F. Adeline Knowles and Beatrice H. Horton, Eastham; Jennie D. Ellis, 
Dennis; Leila H. Rogers, and Maude H. Rogers, Brookline, 3 March 1933, Certificate of Title 3181; F. Adeline Knowles, Beatrice H. Horton, 
both Eastham; Jennie D. Ellis, Dennis; and Leila T. Rogers, Brookline, to Carl C. and Mary V. French, 15 May 1933, Certificate of Title 3221. 
& Yarmouth Register, 18 September 1920, 5; “Eastham,” Hyannis Patriot, 13 September 1928, 15; “Eastham,” Yarmouth Register, 25 July 
1931, 6. 

7 Mary V. French to George F. Burns Jr. and Henriette D. Burns, Woburn, 18 July 1955, Certificate 18051; George F. Burns Jr. and Henriette 
D. Burns, Woburn, to Roland P. and Florence E. Pigeon, Belmont, 26 May 1961, Certificate 26831. 

8 Jean E. Stokinger, Raymond A. Pigeon, and R. Glen Wehrwein, trustees Florence H. Pigeon Revocable Trust, to Raymond A. Pigeon, 
Warners NY, 8 August 1990, Certificate 121639; Commonwealth of Massachusetts Land Court in re: petition John P. F. Brown, aka John F 
Brown, 13 December 2016, Certificate 211803 (issuance of new certificate of title on death of Raymond A. Pigeon); John P. F. Brown, 
Yarmouthport, to 1080 State Highway LLC, Somerville, 18 September 2017, Certificate 214096. The 1080 State Highway house is not 
depicted on the original Land Court Plan (15122-A) of 1938, but it is shown on Lot A fn “Subdivision of Lots A & B Shown on Plan 15122A,” 
December 1937, LCP 15122-B, and on Lot A-3 of “Subdivision Plan of Land in Eastham,” October 1947, LCP 15122-C. 
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The 1938 Land Court Plan (15122-A, at left) for 1080 State Highway shows no buildings on its Lot A, but the 1937 plan shows 
the house and its outbuildings (15122-B, at right). The 1947 plan shows a subdivision of Lot A with the house and its 
outbuildings on Lot A-3 (LCP 15122-C; next page). 
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SUBDIVISION PLAN OF LAND IN EASTHAM 
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Regietry District of Barnstable County 


PHOTOGRAPHS 


(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 


View from SW. 
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View from NW. 


View of garage from NW. 


Continuation sheet 5 


